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Abstract Alien species are living
organisms that are artificially brought and
established in places that do not constitute
their natural habitat. Recently, some of the
species have caused serious damage to both

ecosystems and biodiversity. Determining a
solution to these programs that will deter
the speed of losses to biodiversity is one of
the important measures related to the 2010
global target that was adopted by decision.
The objective of the Invasive Alien Species
Act 1s to regulate various actions such as
the raising, transporting, and importing of
these species. Therefore, information and
awareness are extremely important to
accomplish this.

On the other hand, the imported reptiles
and amphibians, along with beetles,
ornamental fishes, crayfishes, and small
mammals, form a part of the exotic pets
market. We suppose that the Invasive Alien
Species Act was established in order to
address issues prevalent in this particular
market—for example, smuggling and
auctions. In addition, the abandonment of
the imported reptiles and amphibians
occurs according to the wishes of
individuals that have looked after them as
pets.

Keeping these points in mind, I uploaded
questionnaires on the website. These
questionnaires were administered to people
who kept these animals as pets. I analyzed
their awareness and respective stances
(April-August  2005). Through this
research, I was able to obtain a large
number of written statements regarding
people’s views as opposed to the mere
collection of numerical data.

In addition, at the same time as I conducted
the above research, I interviewed the
concerned persons at different levels with
regard to these issues, and obtained a
solution to and an understanding of these
programs, through the adoption of both
bird's-eye and microscopic views of the
issues.

Consequently, I came to the conclusion that
individuals should not keep wild animals as
pets and that extensive studies of these
programs should be conducted keeping in
mind these basic important factors.
However, in order to understand how these
programs work in realty, one should go back
to the basics and consider these people as
collaboration partners of these settlements.

(Keywords: alien species, the 2010 global
target, biodiversity, foreign reptiles and
amphibians, exotic pets)
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